LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS AMERICANS

all the dignity and assurance slip from Wendell's shoulders. Once
more he had become the awkward, almost surly boy. When the
older man died quietly, sitting in a chair, it was with relief that
Fanny saw Wendell's shoulders straighten, heard him laugh
again.

Wendell was keeping up with the world. Doggedly he rode
the newfangled two-wheel bicycle through the streets of Boston.
With great persistence he learned to steer with one hand, the
other free to wave at passing acquaintances. Justice Holmes
startled staid Boston in other ways. In a public address he spoke
of his city as "this smug, oversafe corner of the world . . ."
Boston gasped. But these, and other words of Wendell's, reached
the White House where Theodore Roosevelt was busy deflating
stuffed shirts and warring on trusts. An invitation to the Supreme
Court of the United States, and for the first time in his life Wen-
dell was afraid. Inwardly as apprehensive as her husband, Fanny
urged acceptance. "We shall have to dine with the President, in
tails and white satin, Fanny," he protested. Fanny turned to her
Japanese Robin. "The Judge is frightened, Koko," she confided.
Wendell accepted.

Their first White House dinner was in honor of the new Jus-
tice. They entered timidly. But their timidity was not long lived.
Roosevelt at once took Fanny under his wing. "How do you like
Washington?'5 he asked.

"Washington," Fanny replied, "is full of famous men, and the
women they married when they were young." The President's
roar of laughter caused all heads to turn. Watching her, Wendell
was proud and happy. Both of them, he realized, fitted easily into
the life of the Capital. They were more at home here than they
had been in the conventional confines of Boston. Wendell entered
into the brilliant life of Washington with the zest of a school boy,
enjoying at long last the youth which he had never had.

Life was widening in many ways as Wendell's youthfulness
increased with his years. The house was always full of young
people, aglow with life and laughter until the early morning

[258]